[Percutanous trans-catheter intervention for the diagnosis and treatment of malignant pericardial effusion, with a report of 50 cases].
Diagnosis and treatment of malignant pericardial effusion are difficult in clinical practice. This paper reports the feasibility and reliability of percutanous trans-catheter intervention for the diagnosis and treatment of malignant pericardial effusion. Under echocardiagraphic guidence, pericardial puncture was performed and a heamostasis sheath was placed in situ by Seldinger technique. Through the sheath multiple biopsies of the pericardium were taken for pathological examination. A pigtail catheter was inserted to drain off the effusion. According to pathological report suitable anti-cancer drugs were instilled into the pericardial cavity through indwelling catheter for 3-5 days. The catheter was withdrawn when fluid did not re-accumulate. Diagnosis was made in over 96.0% of the cases. Upon follow-up for 3-6 months, complete remission was seen in 96.0% of the treated patients. No significant complication was found in all patients. Percutaneous trans-catheter intervention is a useful approach for the diagnosis and treatment of malignant pericardial effusion.